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FROM THE COMMANDING OFFICER

Military operations in Vietnam are undergoing major realignments.
The Vietnamese are assuming more and more of the direct combat action
with U. S. forces providing air and logistic support. As part of the
larger picture, the Vietnamese Navy in the Mekong Delta is also moving
toward self sufficiency. Over half of the river craft have been turned
over, with more transfers due shortly. Several of the operations areas
have come under direct Vietnamese Navy command. Ready Deck, Giant
Slingshot, Barrier Reef, and Vinh Te Canal have become Tran Hung Dao V,
II, IX and I respectively. Operation Search Turn and Breezy Cove will
soon become Tran Hung Dao XI and X.

The above changes coupled with results of the Cambodian operation
are having a direct effect on the Seawolves. Action in direct support
of the boats is temporarily low and priorities are changing to match
the needs Detachment SEVEN is operating in support of a new Task Force
and will soon be repositioned. Detachment THREE is moving about in
response to the LST's position and the need for its services. Other
read justments will be made as time goes on. The only constant in this
environment of change is the outstanding performanc oi all hands.

; ’j;;gégky

M. J. TWITE, Jre
Captain, U.S. Navy




INDEX
P‘ROI“I .I‘I.EC(M'IANDLNG OP.P‘ICER.stttoococoooicinoooao.-oclpacqo-.c--oooo-o-- I
DET ONEOOOQGDCli.'l..'!t.ll.‘...tll...l.l.OOCOl.ll..t.‘tt".l.l!'l.Cllnn l

DET Two.olt....lc.llll.l.ciiat-.l!CU!..C.O!....00t.......t.!t...l..lclll 4

DET THREE.cecoecetcacosscscasssonsssssosacsssosasscasosnssnscsssccaasssnsse ki
DET. BOUR.. oo s Joiaid tho atiiathels wbsaanste o o ST Bamles sl ots Sies b0l o st4, sle ot SV S sVe bl stalats S
DET PIVE. . fatie 85050 4o 080 iie sitis statte sialtiiaie s sisinie sl vle o melwaislss Slotolcitiaty oo sibidd O
B T T e s & e eis alais as s aslsslassaasialaoseiinsosnnianicscisassoaleniasinsionneencel
LET SEVEN sfatsicicisieis caisinina's sloie alalosisinls o asiors slaioisolne siaiale oo asioiasos siosineeseosion I
DET EIGHT . sis eie siciaian cioiaia cia aiaie e oo ais aiossiniosinesioaeasesiossssesssossssasessss B

DET NlNElocoioaol.llol-l.ooooolooooooo.‘lololooolo-cooono.onoooo.ooooa-oc 9

ADMINSTHATIVE o ctsbentivt ielots shatse soiuratsss oo itesit iitaisialoio voniiite iide oot HSRENS ole villi0)
EURBONNEL G o e ss iante s il o0 s Ml oMy ooy i dai s s LL
TP pee U e e, N R -, AT S KU RLIR e s S A S
£k N5 IR IR e s s e e PR e WP SR e W O e
L INE, socsrvinstsananninsnnavsnssssentnasssnshenssnstvassisssessasviusiss cend3
B BHOE e s esrsstocssecvss i rcrevnsvnnsnesrsnssennnsnnnss sunsinoncanenly
At r e e e e S S SR e e S e e S G e
WA ADMIN G o vsnasnisonmesnansrssn s o s vevmsis s v viltseve st uy v ey bl
MAINTENANCE MATRRIAL CONTRUL .. corvscesonssssioveveninnsssssssennnasnensninl)
SNESTe ee SRE R e e O e e e
AGIONTCS/RRNAMIINI S o Ll B o i v o s e b s s e bE
ATE ERAMES S vr s« erns cenia s ssobins aeissve vikssiess oo isiiiinenssserrnanly
POWER, PLANTS :cosssvosaciunsssioanasiamecsiorasnnanssansessnsssesssonassasell

C}-{ECK CJREW-l.-."l'.‘“C.‘t.ll..-.IO'...I.Illll....O..‘..lll..l...“....‘l?

N.LAP."CI.QO‘-‘l‘.OIOO.‘.l..ol.l.dll.l.l..'.l‘l‘l..000..0.0..C.....l’lo.‘l8

II

M—




DETACHMENT ONE

(NAM CAN AND ABOARD THE. USS WESTCHESTER COUNTY)

The times they are a changing! Stagnant is defined as inactive,
sluggish or dull. The definition of progress is growth or development ;
continuous improvement and advancement in general. And now for some
Det 1 news: Changing? Yes, we're preparing to move to solid anchor;
Stagnant? Det 1 is definitely not, and last but not least we continue
to progress. '

Since our last get together we have changed LST's, Captain WRIGHT,
after transferring all the Seawolf gear from his 1165 to Captain LANG's
1167, was seen steaming into the horizon heading for Japan. A well done
to the entire crew of LST 1165. Hopefully our rotor wash and his wake
will meet again. Our next big move will come in November when we move
the entire Det to solid anchor and stage from there completely, The
SEABEEs have completed our hooches and helo pad so our next communique
should come from land. The move from the middle of the Cua Lon River
to our hooches is only about 500 meters but you all know how cumbersome
moving can be. Besides we have a couple tons of junk that will have to
be airlifted from the "T" to solid anchor. In addition to their flying
and meintenance duties the crew on their off days have been tiling,
painting and bringing a more homey atmosphere to our new home. AT3 OLBY
and a new member, AN ELTMAN, really got the new home ball rolling and
were even stranded there for several days with just their tile and paint
brushes. Another new member to the Det is LTJG Charile COLLINS who came
to us form Binh Thuy and got himself in an overboost situation his first
day aboard, when the Sealords forgot his mail. LTJG Carl NELSON is also
a recent transfer from Binh Thuy. Carl brings with him a new sense of
humor to the Det and the muscle to make one laugh even if he doesn't get
the funny. Carl also has LTJG LAGOW and LTJG LAMBERT on a weight lifting,
reducing program. Let's hope it works. Another new addition to the Det
was A0O3 SMALE who came to us from Det 7. The crew had a recent visit from
the NATOPS man, AOl NESBY; everyone passed and NESBY even enjoyed himself,

The ole standbys have asked for equal time so I'd best let you know
what they're up to. Our fearless leader, CDR SCHMITT, Alias "Uncle Art",
is pulling his hair out with the moving, the growing size of his Det
family, plus he's on the verge of becoming a short timer. The CDR will
be away from the Det a few days in September as the Navy is sending him
to Japan on & secret mission. LCDR "Scotty' GORDON who replaced LCDR ROY
as Assistant OINC is presently enjoying R & R with his wife in Hawaii but
not before he shaved off his Doctor VanDyke disguise. LTJG Ray WIKSTROM
had such an enjoyable R & R in Australia that LTJG Richard "Max Gross"
LAMBERT also went "Down-Under" and had a most memorable time. "Sleazy"
WIKSTROM made FTL (Fire Team Leader) before R & R and"Max Gross' gained
his Number One from Det 1 right after his pleasure cruise. Ray and Rich
both are short (only 30 days left) and received orders to the East and West
coast, respectively., LTJG "Beast" WALDEEBEESER and AMS1 WHITE just
returned from the Philippines and a week of Jungle Environmental Surival
Training and sight-seeing. LTJG Mike "Now Beardless Garu' LAGOW and




LTJG Ted "Hibernation Actual" DOOLIN recently made AHAC (Attack Helicopter
Aircraft Commander). Mike was trapped into escorting Miss California
around the Binh Thuy hangar on the recent USO Miss America Show as he was
the only pilot around from California. "Dools" is still trying to work
out the bugs on his flying while sleeping or how to beat the sandman at
Acey-Ducey., Mike is also Assistant Movie Officer. He has run the water
out of the film on "Little Mike in the Pool", and we do hope this proud
father gets some new footage soon.

The crew is still led by Chief REYNA who is one of the few 50 gunners
who can fire while standing. AN LOCKE had a recent stroke of genius with
dual sixties and is still reaping the benefits. AE3 DOBSON is still awed
by it all at Det 1 and wondering what will happen next; ADJ3 CHRISTENSON
has regressed to a one wor® vocabulary -- short.

Before we go to press we'd like to say goodby to LTJG's Hus HALLAUER
and Jack LUDWIG who both returned to influential jobs in Binh Thuy. A
goodby and well done to crewman/door gunners JESSUP, BROOKSHIRE and TIMOTHY.

A late note: we didn't forget LTJG Mike "Suds" SULDO - he's still
with us but was at the PX when we were gathering info. He's also preparing
for a December wedding in addition to flying FTL. The latest addition is
LT Jim PETROVICH who came to us from Binh Thuy Ops and he brought the
Det a lot of nice gifts.

Det 1 is now engaged in Operation Move so this correspondent must
close and help with packing until our next get together.

DETACHMENT TWO

(NHA BE)

July and August found Det 2 flying constant overhead cover for all
shipping on the Long Tau shipping channel leading into Saigon as a result
of an increase in enemy shipping harassments. "The Godfather', CDR ARTUSO,
has been seen peering off into the horizon in search of our third aircraft.
The Binh Thuy Syndicate claimed it a month ago. C'est la Guerre.

July was a busy month for several pilois and crewmen. LTJG Larry WOUD
was the first officer member of the monthly Century Club. AMS3 Fred MEEKS
had his second hundred-hour month. LT Clint "I never get enough flight
time" DAVIE was a distant third in hours with 98.2 (Clint is Operations
Schedules Officer by coincidence). Clint recently received orders to HT=-8.
LT Roger EK and AMS3 Steve DONNELL attended a week's siminar at the
Olangapo School for Wayward Girls and Jungle Fighters in the Philippines.
LTJG Joe COOK is busy collecting pieces of UH~-1B's (they don't make 'em
like they used to). He is elated over the oraers he received: Station
pilot at NAAS, Fallon, Nevada. Anyone in a wagon train headed west is
welcome to pay Joe a visit when he returns to the "land of the big chuck
wagon" in October. Joe performed an emergency medeva¢ in July that was



instrumental in saving the life of a critically wounded Vietnamese solaier.
His recall to the squadron in August cost the Det one of its most personable
pilots. We still receive Joe's fan mail. An article Joe sent to "Western
Horseman" concerning the bucking barrel he made at Nha Be prompted a deluge
of mail from equestrian enthusiasts across the United States. LTJG Don
DOWNING went back to Binh Thuy grumbling in July, but his promotion to
lieutenant eased the pain of his departure somewhat. Should any officer
need a BOQ room or Volleyball at Binh Thuy they can check with Don. Don
reports to HS-8 in October after a stint with the "hot shot" program at

NAS Glenview.

Qualifications and training continued at a steady pace throughout the
last two months. CDR ARTUSO qualified as Fire Team Leader in August, as
did Assistant Officer-in-Charge LT Roger EK in July. LTJG's Jim NELLIS and
Gordie PETERSON made AHAC in July and LTJG Charlie FOWINKLE followed suit
in August. Roger EK attended the squadron's test pilot school and will
serve in that capacity for the detachment., Future qualifications should
see LTJG's Dave RUCKER and Craig VOSSETEIG make FTL and AHAC, respectively.
Craig and Gordie PETERSON returned from their month's stay with Det 1 in
the middle of July. Craig stopped long enough to say hello before departing
on emergency leave to visit his ailing father. He returned 27 July to
report all is well. LTJG Will "I can get it for you retail" FELLNER left
for a week in Hong Kong and returned early but broke. The Nha Be Post
Office had to open a new CONEX box to hold all the goodies he had shipped
back. Will left the Det for Binh Thuy in August to take over the Award's
Officer spot for the squadron.

July and August provided several men with the opportunity for a well
earned rest and recuperation period. LTJG Gordie PETERSON returned from
Hawaii in August and proclaimed it the best week of his life. LTJG Charlie
FOWINKLE stumbled into the O'Club fatigued and bleary-eyed upon his return
and could barely utter a cheerful Aloha. LTJG Larry WOOL's first night
on duty after a week in Hong Kong was an eventful evening complete with
two scrambles. Larry did an outstanding job helping a Marine District
Advisor "do his thing" against the bad guys. LTJG Craig VOSSETEIG picked
up a souvenir in the process and the ready room received another war trophy.
Larry returns to Binh Thuy in September and then it will be on to HS=2.

CDR WETZEL dropped in after R & R for some flight time until CDR DUFF
winged in and told him to get back to work. LCDR's WEBER and THOMAS were
also here on their way to R & R flights; word of Nha Be's good chow and
pool travels fast. LTJG Jim CURTIS returned looking for a ride back to
Binh Thuy. Rumors are circulating to the effect that Jim must own part
of Hawaii after his expenditures there.

Welcome aboards are extended to LT Bob GOODRICH and LTJG Bill GILBERT.
Both pilots checked into our Det after spending time at Binh Thuy.

Another new addition to the Det is AMS3 Craig PAULY's small tail-less
Rhesus monkey. He lives in a cage big enough for Gargantua. ADR3 Larry
ROGERS is now a world traveler. He began his European jaunt 7 August as
part of his thirty-day extension leave., Our leading Petty Officer, ADJ1




"Red" FAIRBANKS, departed on his extension leave 17 August. AN Randy LINDBERG
is looking forward to his return to the States in September as an ADJ3. AE2
Karl PETEKS should be a young first class soon if he passes his test this
month., ADJAN SLAWKO also contemplates a promotion. AMS3 Otto TALLEY has
been under medical treatment. His talents are sorely missed. AMS3 Fred MELRKS
has been accepted at the University of New Mexico to continue his civil
engineering studies. The Det owes him a "well done" for the outstanaing

jobs he did designing and supervising the construction of a large work shop.

The new Navy-wide policy on beards has prompted several men to sprout
growths. One officer took the initiative to establish the example for the
enlisted men to follow. As our wise Guru says, "When you're number TwO,
you always try harder"., Best of luck and good flying to all our Dets until
next month.,

DETACHMENT THREE

(SONG ONG DOC)

Greetings from Det 3; or if it's Tuesday this must be Song Ong Doc!
Det 3 has found itself in the unique position of floating up and down the
coast of Vietnam. As a result, the Det has decided to move to Ca Mau.
"Hello 2 fool rats, goodby air conditioning'.

It's really not too bad down here, Det 6 has been very kind and has
on more than one occasion donated "Stately Wayne" for Det 3's use. Det 1
has also told us about the war = "Man! You wouldn't believe how rough it
is herel"

Det 3 has had quite a few happy people around here. Dennis "Pop"
ANDERSON went on R & R and returned with a large but worn out smile.
Strange how much sleep he needed when he got back! Buss SMITH also had
somewhat of a smile when he returned from "JEST". Perhaps this is in part
due to the decision to get married on R & R. Jim "Slick" THOMSON, Rack
Champion of Det 3, has not let Smitty forget the joys of bachelor life --
come on Jim, in Ca Mau? "Slick" also has a partner in AEC Johnnie "Don
Juan" RATLIFF. Chief RATLIFF is also the "Mail King'of Det 3. We didn't
think that there were so many women in the "World" who could write.

Share a little Chief!

Bob "Snoopy" BARATKO and Tom HEINTZELMAN wore smiles as the result of
the FTL checks. The skies of Vietnam will never be the same. Congratulations,
it gives the rest of us faith.

Det 3 welcomes some Newbees to the fold, ADJ3 TAYLOR, AN STIENMAN, a
mean man with a rock, AOAN NELSON, our youngest member, and LIJG "Buzz!
BUZZELL. We now have a hot race between NELSON and AE3 CONNUR. They are
waiting to see who has to start shaving first. Don't worry boys your
voices will change any day! TAYLOR has proven to be a valued member of
the team already. His ever present tape recorder with 10,000 Clyde and
the Family Stone selections have saved some of those dull quiet nights.
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We have a wonder in "Buzz" BUZZELL, the only man with a minigun mouth,
When his head hits the outboard stops, his mouth kicks up to 4,000-words
per minute., _ .

We also wait with baited breath to find out what LCDR Steve FIELD will
have to say about his present R & R'in Hawaii. We sort of feel that he
will be carried off the plane when he returns - our boss sets the example
for his men.

Thus ends this month for Det 3. Stay tuned for more amazing facts and
lies from the Jet Set of HA(L)-3.

DETACHMENT FOUR

(BEN LUC)

Greetings from Ben Luc, the Avis Rent a Plane facility of the Delta,
with Det 2 as our best non-paying customer. As the war goes on with the
fervor of Hannibal's elephants stuck in the Alpine snow, Det 4 has continued
its penchant for creating hardship on the little people that sneak across
the border into the Gross Loop for Suspending a Load (Giant Slingshot).
Others kudos go to LT RIBOLLA who took on singlehandedly the tremendous
responsibility of the Det SACLO, and has made several VR's into Nirvana,
returning unscathed with a wicked smile on his face,

Gary KITCHEN, "Wierd Harold" BLACK, and "Pistol Pete" BULLOW have been
challenging the gunners "Limpy' BOWMAN, "Five O'clock Shadow' ZARAGOZA, and
"Pigpen" HATTON in the game called Round Ball. The only winner for certain
is the Palmolive PEET Company, who courageously donated enought Five-Lay
Deodorant pads to make the hootch livable after the games. "Colonel" HAMMAN
has been dragging "Baby Fat" STEHLE over to shove the iron around with the
only visible results is their increased consumption of Cokes.

Jim CHURCH has been buried under a pile of rocket boxes murmering things
like cubits, nails, and "#$%#%$ when he hits his thumb, all to improve the
isolation booth in which he resides., Flash - The hootch is proud to announce
the establishment of a Coiffeur-Stylist, none other than beautiful Bruce
ROWLEY , who admittedly does cut hair a little shakily, but says that he
will smooth out as soon as he gets used to his high heeled pumps.

Tom HAYES has returned from his two-week journey to the Liquor Store
finally, returning with a case of Coors which he jealously guards. Bill
RUUDICK has fallen in L*O%V#E with his .50 calibre and insists on being
called the big gun from Ben Luc. Rich MACE and "Goose" ENNIS have earned
their seats as gunners and were last seen sitting on the bunker watching



the sun set saying - "We think that we shall never see, gunners as squared
away as we, of this we no not kid, until whoops = we shot a skid". "Muscles"
DUTTING makes his daily appearance in the weight room and keeps discovering
that the weights don't seem to get any lighter. "Olongapo' LEDUC has been
relating how he survived in the Philippines saying that the jungle part was
€easy. '

As we close this epistle we all will go out to our Rent a Plane revetment,
clean the ash trays, check the gas and oil, and standby for business.,

DETACHMENT FIVE

(CHAU DOC)

My fellow Seawolves! The month of July on the plains of Trung Hung
Dao was slow-slow. Our intereste were quickly turned from ravaging Pagodas
to plunking away at training targets. Because of Det 5 the entire northern
border was pacified and we suffered in our success. However, it did have
its advantages. Our new FTL, Pat McGOVERN, had "boocoo" practive in leading
our Fire Team to Binh Thuy and into Maintenance Control. This was July's
hottest target. His new AHAC's Ben FRANKLIN and Dick KRULIS wanteua to roll
in on the area, but Pat said "next time". As most of you Super-Newbees know,
Doug DUNN is now out on Det. We were really glad to traue in our '69 medel
Jim TOONE on a new DUNN, and also during the month of July, Hick FrkENCH made
straight A's in test pilot school. And as all colorful things, such as the
hand-held machinegun, escape the Det, so have DORSEY, FLYNN ana Shielas.
We welcomed aboard GREGORY, LANG, HAMMER, FANELLO, PARENT, BHENNAN, NAM and
PHOOS. We've Newbces on top of Newbies! CLR STARBUCK succumbea to the Binh
Thuy recall, but not before meeting the enemy again in 'mortal combat. He
did get the last lick in.

CDR MUNRO our new OINC beginning in August, sufiered his first combat
wound. Shortly after arriving on Det he contracted a sprained ankle while
playing basketball in town with the local grammar school kids. He soon
recovered and now has the reins in both hands.

The month of August started off with several "bangs" both in Chau Doc
and on the Vinh Te Canal. The action picked up and so did the morale of the
Det as it always does when the flying is good. The Seven Mountains area
provided us with many good targets and two FTL checks. Frank ISSI's
outlandish spotreps and "Tee-Tee" KRULIS's devastating fire squeaked them
both past their check riues. And shortly thereafter, on a dark and rainy
night Louie MADDEN shows up. Hi Louie, glad to have you. And as a warning
to all squadron personnel, Felix RHODES is now studying for AHAC test,
mercy, mercy! That's all for now from your comrades-in-arms at Det 5.



DETACHMENT SIX

(SONG ONG DOC)

This month, Det 6 Seawolves have continued work on their base at Song
Ong Doc. The high point in finishing off the interior of the two hootches,
has been the construction of a bar, in each., The Det 6 gunners have adued
a touch of real class to their bar with a brass foot rest. Not to be
outdone, LTJG Bob FLYNN brilliantly decided to put a fiberglass finish on
the officers!' bar. I'm sure that when Bob is done, it will be a real nice
looking job.

There have been many people going and coming in Det 6 this month.
LTJG's Bob WOLFE and John DICKINSON went on R & R to Sydney. Both are
fighting the temptation to return to Australia on leave, in order to
take a look at Hong Kong. Returning recently from R & R to Hong Kong was
Johnnie "Red" CUMMINGS. "Red" reportedly spent his hard earned money very
frugally. Bill FLARIDA has also returned from R & R, which he spent in

Hawaii with his wife. Bill is off of Det and back resting in Binh Thuy
now. e SVerione aE-—AsPe QSee 08 AMOES—e-ome—bat L TEE ﬁ.:;)
the—hespitets

We had some new men report to Det 6 this month. LCDR DANIELS left
his post in Admin at Binh Thuy and is now our new Assdisliant OINC. Another
new pilot is LT Dave STEIDEL. The gunners' ranks increased by two also.
Recently coming to the Det are Hank SEAMAN and Joel TRAMMELL. Both men
are now learning the finer points of the gunner's trade from our old hands
on Det. .

Captain TWITE visited us in the middle of the month. The Skipper put
in some good hard flying hours, and presented awards to Det 6 Personnel.
LTJG Bob WOLFE received three Single Action Air Medals. LTJG Bob FLYNN,
LTJG Bob GODDARD and gunners "Red" CUMMINGS, Joe RAMOS, and George
VALDESPINO all received air medals. LTJG Bob FLYNN and gunner Jim PLONA
also received Purple Hearts.

DETACHMENT SEVEN

(BEN LUC)

With the close of another month, Det 7 finas quite a few changes taking
place and the inevitable happening. . . . .a move to a new home. However,
relocation is nothing new as we just add another patch to our already
cluttered seabag, the newest onhe being Dong Tam or "ski beach" as we
commonly refer to it.

ICDR John PEEPLES joined the elite of the Delta as he assumed the
responsibilities from our ACE warrior LCLR REDMAN who is now the squadron
NATOPS Officer. "Facing" Mr. PEEPLES is the dynamic dai-uy duo LT Howie
CLARK and LT Norm HICKS who are now flying incognito with a strange
cultivation on or about the head. LT CLARK's contribution would have
Ho Chi Minh proud. However, LTJG Keith WHITE our intrepid Maintenance
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